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INTRODUCTION  
Maharashtra is one of the fast-growing developing states in the western region of India 

which, occupies a significant portion of the Deccan Plateau. The state of Maharashtra stretches 

from the coast of the Arabian sea along the Western Ghats to the Deccan Plateau. It is the 3rd 

largest state considering the spread in the area and 2nd largest state concerning population.  The 

Maharashtra State comprises six administrative divisions namely Amravati, Aurangabad, 

Konkan, Nagpur, Nashik, and Pune which is divided into 36 districts. These ecological rich 

resources of Maharashtra push the state as a gateway for many industries which makes 

Maharashtra one of the most industrialised states in India. Maharashtra is also a labourer’s hub 

where most of the informal workers migrate to the State to work as labourers in the industrial 

estates. Since the Colonial rule, Mumbai has been established as a global financial hub of 

handling stock exchanges, so Mumbai has been declared the commercial capital of India. 

Status of Fishers and Coastal Communities  
Besides, Maharashtra is one of the significant marine coastal 

states with a coastline of 720kms with 70 creeks and 

protected bays, extending rocky projections, notches, sea 

caves, small bays, submerged shallow sand bars, and 

offshore islands along the coastline of Maharashtra.  

Maharashtra classifies its coastal region as the “Konkan” 

region with seven coastal districts namely Mumbai City, 

Mumbai Suburban, Thane, Palghar, Raigad, Ratnagiri, and 

Sindhudurg. According to the Marine Fisheries Census 

2016, the Konkan region is populated with 87,717fishermen 

families with a population of 3,64,899. Konkan is the 

coastal low-altitude land-strip of Maharashtra.  

 

The Konkan Region is considered as one of the ecologically sensitive regions in India. 

Maharashtra Konkan region comprises a vast numbers of Sandy beaches, Rocky shores, Coral 

Table : 1    Marine Census 2016 (dof.gov.in) 

Length of coastline (Km) 720 

Continental Shelf (‘000 sq km) 112 

Number of Fish Landing Centers 173 

No of Fishing villages 526 

No of fishermen families 87,717 

Fisher-folk population 3,64,899 

CHAPTER I 



reef rich marine ecosystems. In addition, five major Creeks and 30 backwater regions such as 

mangrove vegetation, sheltered shores, estuaries, tidal creeks, backwaters, salt marshes and 

coastal mudflats consisting the brackishwater inland ecosystems along Konkan coast. All these 

creeks and estuaries flow into the Arabian Sea, the mouths of creeks are wide-open and funnel-

shaped. 

The fishing is largely recognised with the gears and crafts rather than species. The major 

traditional Konkan fishing gears are Bag Net (dol net), Drift Gill Net (Tarti or Daldi), Bottom 

Gill Net (Budi), Long Line (Khanda) and Shore Seine (Rampani). These traditional fishing 

practices are carried out in the territorial waters (inshore areas) for subsistence fishing as 

livelihood. The motorisation of traditional fishingi crafts started in 1960s, and it was largely 

for propelling the crafts (largely motorization) that enabled speedy transport of the catch rather 

than operation of the bag nets and gill nets which are passive gears targeting mainly pelagic 

resources. 

 Since the late 1960s, trawling has emerged as dominant fishing practice in Maharashtra 

owing to rapid mechanisation targeting shrimpsii, cephalopods and demersal finfishes. The 

introduction of trawl nets was initially resisted but later adopted by the traditional fishing 

community, primarily due to absence of appropriate gear targeting prawns, which had a high 

value in global market. The fisher cooperatives were highly active in the Konkan coast, the 

traditional Dol Net and Gill Net Fisheries were organized by the co-operatives and undergone 

massive mechanization and motorization, as a result of which, major fish landing in the state 

are contributed by the mechanized and motorized sector. In early 90’s, purse seine fishing 

gained prominence in the state owing to increased abundance of mackerel and oil sardine.  In 

late 90s, the fishers understood that trawlers for Intensive shrimp trawling with multi-day 

operation resulted in overexploitation of the resources and decline of essential fish stocks. In 

recent decades, oil and natural gas exploration surveys and non-fishing zones demarcated 

around the oil wells which are the traditional fishing grounds of dol and gill net fishing, have 

been creating discontent among the fishers of northern Thane district. Thus, the mechanisation 

of fishing sector has gradually increased the numbers of boats and also degraded the ocean and 

coastal resources to a larger extent along the Konkan region. 



Apart from fishing, it is a wide Marine 

and Coastal ecosystem suitable for both 

marine and coastal aquacultures as well 

as tourism. In addition, the State has rich 

inland fishery resources comprising of 

17,725 km of rivers and canals, 2.99 lakh ha of reservoirs, Brackish water area of 0.17 lakh ha 

and 1.48lakh ha of ponds and tanks. During the year (2017-18), the State had achieved an 

annual fish production of 6.06 lakh tonnes (Marine and Inland). Thus, the Maharashtra state 

fishery resources disclose that it has a wide economic scope of capture fishery (Marine and 

Inland) as well as culture fishery such as Mariculture, Coastal Aquaculture, Freshwater 

Aquaculture, and Reservoir Fisheries. 

 

Coastal Infrastructure Development Projects  
As said above, the Maharashtra is an established industrial State as well as a hub of 

migrant workers. The Maharashtra government firmly believes that essential infrastructures 

such as the availability of water, electricity, roads, modem transport, communication facilities, 

institutions and the industrial cities were the core for the industrial development of the state. In 

pursuit of the Industrial infrastructure developments, Maharashtra Industrial Development 

Corporationiii (MIDC) was established in 1962, under M.I.D. Act 1961 which was announced 

as the premier industrial infrastructure development agency of Government of Maharashtra. 

The focus of MIDC as a special planning authority is to establish and facilitate well-planned 

and systematic industrial development areas for economic prosperity of the state through 

Industrialization. So far, 289 Industrial Areas with 66273.82 hectares of land. (Approx.) have 

been established by MIDC. MIDC has one of the largest industrial land banks amongst all the 

Industrial development corporations in India. The MIDC further established many Specialised 

Industrial Parks such as, Floriculture Park, Specialised Food Parks, Specialised Silver Zone 

and Specialised Textile Parks which enhances the industrial development in the State. 

In addition, the State adopted and established Special Economic Zones (SEZ) under 

SEZ Act 2005. More than 82 SEZs were established in the strategic linkage locations of 

Maharashtra. In 2006, the GoI envisioned Delhi–Mumbai Industrial Corridoriv Project 

(DMIC) which is an Industrial Development Project planned between Delhi (India's capital) 

and Mumbai (India’s Financial hub) along with Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) under the 

National Industrial Corridor Development and Implementation Trust (NICDIT). The purpose 

of the DMIC and DFC is to expand India's Manufacturing & Services base as a "Global 

Inland Fishery Resources (2017-18) (dof.gov.in) 

Total Inland Water Bodies (lakh Ha) 4.64 

Rivers & Canals (Km) 17,725 

Reservoirs (Lakh ha) 2.99 

Tanks & ponds (lakh Ha) 1.48 

Brackish water (lakh Ha) 0.17 



Manufacturing and Trading Hub" and also intends to establish planned urbanization with 

manufacturing as the key driver.  This is a collaboration programme between the Government 

of India and Japan, which envisages new Industrial Cities, development of infrastructure 

linkages like power plants, assured water supply, high capacity transportation and logistics 

facilities as well as skill development programme for employment opportunities. In 

Maharashtra, the number of SEZs rose from 75 to 143 in 2010 within the influence region of 

DMIC in Maharashtra. Among the 143 SEZs, 27 SEZs are notified only in the Konkan Division 

having an approved area of 25,291 hectares land with an investment of Rs. 1,25,422 crores 

with 43.25 lakhs employment. Further, the DFC has been subdivided into Western and Eastern 

DFC, of which Western DFC runs from Dadri in Uttar Pradesh to Mumbai in Maharashtra and 

Eastern Dedicated DFC from 

Ludhiana in Punjab to Dankuni in 

West Bengal. Both DFCs are 

developed and administered by 

Dedicated Freight Corridor 

Corporation of India Limited 

(DFCCIL), which is a Public 

Sector Undertaking corporation 

run by the Government of India's 

Ministry of Railways. Thus, the 

Coastal regions are grabbed for 

the industrial expansion as well as the growth of the nation. 

In 1996, Maharashtra Maritime Boardv (MMB) was established for ports and 

harbours administration, conservancy, licensing of crafts, levying of fees, regulation and 

control under the Maharashtra Maritime Board Act, 1996 which provided autonomy and 

sufficient flexibility in the development and administration of Non-major ports in Maharashtra. 

Apart from the Centre’s  two major ports (Mumbai Port Trust and Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust), 

the MMB administers and 48 Non-major Ports along the 720 kms of coastline, i.e. every 15kms 

a Port is located. These ports are grouped into fives groups and administered by the respective 

port officers. The MMB has been involved developing Port Projects, establishing Multipurpose 

Terminals, Captive Jetties, Shipyards and Inland water Transport facilities, developing Marinas 

and Waters Sports as tourism development activities especially in Malvan Marine Park.  

 



S.NO. GROUP PORTS 

1. Bandra Group of Ports 
Dahanu, Tarapur, Navapur, Satpati, Kelwa-Mahim, Arnala 

(including Datiware), Vasal, Uttan, Versova, Manori and Bandra  

2. Mora Group of Ports 

Trombay including Mahul, Panvel (Ulwa-Belapur), Mora, 

Karanja (including Rewas & Dharamtar), Mandwa, Thane, 

Bhiwandi and Kalyan  

3. Rajpuri Group of Ports 
Thal, Alibag, Revdanda, Borli-Mandala, Nandgaon, Murud-

Janjira, Rajpuri (Dighi), Mandad, Kumbharu and Shrivardhan  

4. Ratnagiri Group of Ports 
Bankot, Kelshi, Harnai, Dabhol, Palshet, Borya, Jaigad, Varoda 

(Tivrli), Ratnagiri, Purnagad and Jaitapur  

5. Vengurla Group of Ports 
Vijaydurg, Devgad, Achara, Malvan, Nivati, Vengurla, Redi and 

Kiranpani  

 

Since 1996, the State encouraged port development by adopting an investor-friendly Port 

Policy. The policy facilitated private developers on the basis of Build, Own, Operate, Share 

and Transfer (BOOST) with a concession period of 50 years. Other incentives included 

Concessional Wharfage on cargo handling at port, Govt. land (if available) on lease at market 

valuation, Equity participation in SPV by MMB up to 11%, Road linkage to nearest State 

Highway were to be partly funded by the State, and Freedom given to developer to fix tariffs. 

The State Government appointed two Directors on SPV companies formed for port 

development. Thus, MMB port developments and tourism activities reveal that Konkan coasts 

were occupied by corporates as Ports and its industries.  

Therefore, the pre-Blue Economy review illustrates that the coastal Konkan region of 

Maharashtra was well occupied with industrial parks, SEZs and its logistics ports and roads.  

 

ADOPTION OF BLUE ECONOMY(BE): Maharashtra 
The State adopted Investor Friendly polices to establish the Infrastructures and prosper 

the economic growth of the state. The Maharashtra’s existing Konkan coastal region 

development projects coincides with global and India’s Blue Economy policies and schemes. 

In this purview, the Research Team reviewed the Maharashtra’s Policies and programmes with 

regard to Konkan region from the lens of Blue Economy which is acting as the driving tool for 

the implementation of Blue growth model. Further, the Research Team reviewed the Blue 

Economy components such as Sagarmala, Blue Revolution and Swadesh Darshan schemes 
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especially in Palagar and Malvan (Sindhudurg) districts to understand the implementation and 

implications of the same.  

BE POLICY REFORMS  
Maharashtra mainstreamed the scheme components into their state development 

Policies and Plans such as Maritime Development Policy (2016), Tourism Policy (2016), 

Industrial Policy (2019), and other related supporting projects.  The policy reforms had been 

developed with corporate liberal eco-friendly approach, which will result in accumulation of 

capital as well as ownership powers over the coastal and marine commons.  

Maritime Development Policy vi(2016) 
 



Tourism Policyvii (2016) 
 

Maharashtra Tourism Policy 2016 

Objectives and Strategies:  

➔ Designate Tourism as a priority sector since it holds the potential to usher in economic 

development and generate high employment opportunities in Maharashtra  

➔ Achieve sector growth of 10% per annum and share of 15% in GSDP through tourism and 

tourism related activities. 

➔ Generate fresh investments in the tourism sector to the tune of INR 30,000 crore by 2025 

➔ Create 1 million additional jobs in the tourism sector by 2025 

➔ Incentivize tourism units in the state by linking it to the Package Scheme of Incentives, 2013 

of Industries, Energy and Labour Department or any modifications thereafter. The 

incentives under this policy are designed as per the needs of the tourism sector in the state. 

➔ Key strategic interventions are identified and special incentives for respective intervention 

have been laid out. 

➔ Strengthening of tourism infrastructure especially in the form of PPP model, special tourism 

infrastructure Tourism Infrastructure development fund, CSR,. are defined in this policy. 

Key Features:  

 Achieve sectorial growth of 10% p.a. and share of 15% in GSDP by encouraging Mega 

Project investments especially in less developed tourism zones with high potential 

Monetization of existing land bank with MTDC 

 Consider Agro & Rural, Adventure sports, events-based tourism activities etc. as a thrust 

sector. 

 A three-tier institutional & Governance mechanism - High Powered committee under the 

Chief Secretary for the approval of the Mega Projects; steering committee under the 

chairmanship of the Principal Secretary (Tourism) for the implementation of the 

Maharashtra tourism policy – 2016; District Tourism Promotion Committee (DTPC) to be 

formed. 

 The districts of Nagpur, Aurangabad and Sindhudurg will be earmarked as special tourism 

districts – with additional incentives and marketing campaigns. 

 

 

 



Industrial Policyviii (2019) 

Maharashtra Industrial Policy 2019 

Mission: 

 To make Maharashtra first US$1 trillion economy in the country, by augmenting 

manufacturing ecosystem, complemented by ease of doing business initiatives, thereby 

evolving it into a preferred destination for global manufacturers and investors, resulting 

into largest employment creating state with balanced regional and inclusive growth, by 

2025.  

 To attain Manufacturing sector growth rate of 12% to 13% to reach GSDP share of 25% 

by 2023-24. Attract investments worth INR 10 lakh crore by 2023-24. Create 

employment opportunities for 40 lakh people by 2023-24.  

Strategies: 

o Creating land bank for industries through MIDC 

o Facilitating Ease of Doing Business initiatives and strengthening Maharashtra’s 

Single Window System i.e. MAITRI - an online portal, to make it a single point for 

delivery of services 

o Launching a new flagship scheme - Chief Minister Employment Generation Program 

(CMEGP) for promotion of SMEs thereby creating major employment opportunities 

o Creation of Critical Infrastructure Fund for last mile connectivity. 

Key Features: 

 MIDC to develop 20 industrial nodes in partnership with Maharashtra Samruddhi 

Mahamarg, Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC), Sagarmala, Bharatmala, 

etc and various Central/State government industrial corridor projects – CEZ, Dighi Port 

Industrial Area (DPIA), Shendra Bidkin Industrial area (SBIA) 

 considering the future industrial land requirement to facilitate INR 10 Lakh crore of 

investment, MIDC shall create land bank across the State based on demand assessment 

 'Excluding Urban Local Bodies Area', MIDC shall be declared the Special Planning 

Authority (only for permission purposes and no infrastructure support shall be provided 

by MIDC in such areas) for industrial land above 10 acres for multiple industrial units 

with single developer for a contiguous land of more than 10 acre and for all the Industrial 

clusters approved under Government of India and State government schemes 

 On the lines of MIDC areas, additional floor space index (FSI) shall be permitted in all 

co-operative industrial estates to the extent of 0.5, over and above the basic FSI. The 

premium shall be charged at rates as decided by MIDC with approval of the State 

Government. 

 Critical Industrial Infrastructure Fund (CIIF) which was created during the previous 

policy will be continued with an enhanced corpus of INR 1,000 crore 

 Promotion of Private Industrial Infrastructure Development 

 Promotion of Thrust sectors – Electric Vehicles, Aerospace and Defence, Industry 4.0 

(Artificial Intelligence, 3D Printing, Internet of Things and Robotics, Nanotechnology, 

among others), Integrated Data Centre Parks (IDCP), Biotechnology and Medical and 

Diagnostic Devices, Agro & Food Processing, Green Energy/ Bio Fuel Production, 

Nuclear Power plant equipment manufacturing 

 



Coastal Infrastructure Development Projects 
Maharashtra adopted Sagarmala, Swadesh Darshan Vision projects for Coastal 

Infrastructure Development, and other Blue Economy-related schemes to sustainably develop 

the fisheries sector as well as the Konkan region of Maharashtra.  

 

Maharashtra Vision 2030 
 

In 2017, Maharashtra’s Planning Department released the Maharashtra Vision 2030ix (MV’30) 

document for the Sustainable Inclusive Socio-Economic Growth of the State. Also, it 

illustrated that investing in the environment will support the state in self-sustenance in the long 

run. With this focus, Vison 2030 

was grounded on the core pillar 

(sector) strategy namely Agriculture 

& Allied Activities, Industry, 

infrastructure, Social sector, and 

governance. Also, Global Warming, 

Climate Change, and Variability 

were taken into consideration in the 

Vison 2030. Each pillar is well-

defined starting with the outlining of 

the present status of the sector, 

followed by a Vision and its Targets, and then finally the Action Points to achieve the targets. 

Before the core pillars, the key challenges were identified in each pillar, and based on that 

sector-wise strategy were developed.  

   

Pillar 1: Agriculture & Allied Activities, Fisheries Development is envisioned to achieve the 

target of 7.80 lakh MT fish Production by 2030 through providing assistance to farmers, 

enhancing annual growth rate of Fish Production by 6.0 % and achieve self-sufficiency in Fish 

Seed & Fish Meal Production. The action strategies to accomplish the targets are stated as a 

Comprehensive Plan for Inland Fisheries Development for doubling the fish farm productivity, 

facilitating Marine Fish Production in a sustainable manner, promotion and introduction of 

Brackish water fishery, improve hygiene and quality of fish and fish by-products to meet 

International Standards and open up opportunities for the Domestic Industries to compete in 

the International market 



Pillar 2: Industry and Services, the Industrial Development are envisioned with the target to 

make Maharashtra India’s most preferred investment destination for domestic & foreign 

investors providing world class industrial infrastructure to entrepreneurs by developing new 

industrial estates and Simplification of procedures through various ease of doing business 

measures for hassle free government-investor relations. 

  The highlighted action strategies to achieve the above targets are stated as development 

of a new industrial policy to provide an all-encompassing growth of the manufacturing 

ecosystems, development of speciality parks such as plastic park, textile park, solar park, 

logistic parks,  Special incentives for focus sectors , Land reservation for MSME in MIDC 

industrial areas, Single window clearance & Ease of doing business, Industrial Cluster 

development program, Development of new industrial estates with abundant availability of 

water, power and offering last mile connectivity, Land acquisition and extension of existing 

well developed, Integrated Industrial Areas,  Integrated IT township , Integrated logistic parks, 

develop Smart Industrial Townships with ‘walk to work’ concept, Townships to be well 

equipped with social infrastructure such as international schools, hospitals, ample options for 

entertainment and Rapid development of industrial infrastructure along all the nodes of the 

DMIC. For instance, Aurangabad Industrial City (AURIC), a Smart Industrial City is being 

developed across 10,000 acres of land to provide excellent rail, road, air and port connectivity 

and 5 star industrial facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  In addition, Coastal Region Development (Konkan) of port-based industries and industrial 

estates in coastal areas in line with Maharashtra Maritime Development Policy (2016) and GoI’s 

Sagarmala project 

➢ Develop port based SEZ or Free Trade Warehousing Zones (FTWZ) in port 

hinterland coastal regions 

➢ Develop import / export based industrial clusters and logistic clusters 

➢ Boost exports through de-congestion of major ports, development of inland 

shipments ports and Free Trade Warehousing Zones. 

➢ To amend relevant laws in order to simplify the process of transfer and change of 

use of land for industrial and business purposes 

➢ Development of logistics through usage of river ways, canals, and dedicated 

freight carriers through both express-roadways and railways, multi-modal logistics 

parks, improving last mile connectivity 

➢ With the implementation of GST, sector needs to be supported for development of 

hub and spoke models through larger warehouses, cold storages 

➢ Adoption of technology for logistics, one-day delivery systems, etc.  

➢ Access global market through PPP/Joint venture  

➢ Boost ‘Make in Maharashtra’  

➢ Boost the Real Estate Industry  

 

 



 

Tourism Development are visioned to make Maharashtra the number one State in domestic 

tourist arrivals, the most preferred destination for tourism investment and make the state the 

capital of Events / Conventions, Adventure tourism, Medical/ Wellness, Cruise tourism with 

enhanced infrastructure facilities with Connectivity and wayside amenities and promote eco-

tourism, bed & breakfast, homestay support services.  

 The action strategies to accomplish the vision are  

• Tourism Policy 

• Guidelines (2017) for Adventure tourism, Medical tourism, Heritage tourism 

and Culinary tourism,  

• Joint ventures (JV) / Special purpose venture (SPV) to develop existing resorts/ 

landbanks,  

• Tourist Trade Act,  

• Evolve & implement a Sustainable Tourism Policy which addresses issues 

related to ethical resourcing, local skill development and promotion of local 

culture & maintain healthy ecological balance 

• Monetize MTDC assets for 3 years,   

• Formulate and implement Home Stay Policy 

• Ease of business and simplification of procedures in hospitality sector, Live 

events, Cinema theatre licensing.  

• Leverage partnerships with the tourism and hospitality industry through green 

field and brown field investments, CSR initiatives and PPP infrastructure 

projects and  

• Detailed master-plans and guidelines for small scale development, to regulate 

and achieve planned real estate development in ecologically sensitive zones. 

The Schemes like Swadesh darshan scheme and PRASAD will implement to achieve the 

targets.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Tourism Package Plan for Konkan 

➢ Attract investments to the tune of 30,000 crore in ecotourism, coastal & beach tourism, island 

tourism sectors, farm tours by encouraging investors through competent policy making, 

➢ Identify and demarcate ‘Land-Use’ zones for all coastal areas viz. Protected areas, Coastal 

parks and Coastal towns and  

➢ conservation of mangroves, lagoons and tidal mudflats for survival of fish stocks and the local 

flora-fauna. 

 



 

Pillar: 3: Infrastructure, Water Transport visioned with development of 6 non-major ports, 

adding to the existing 48 non-major ports. The action approaches  are Ro-Ro services, Ro-Pax 

services at various points, coastal transhipment services for cargo from ports controlled by the 

State, Development of Maritime infrastructure viz. greenfield ports, jetties, port rail 

connectivity projects & waterways, Developing minor ports for transporting cargo within the 

state and De-congestion of major ports, inland dry ports with rail connectivity to the major as 

well as minor port. The Sagarmala and Make in India schemes will be utilised to achieve above 

transport targets.  

In Konkan region, Corporate Major Port Vadhavan had been developed for the economic 

prosper of Palghar district.  

Further, the Pillar 4 and 5, Environment and Governance envision on Sustainable 

Coastal management and proposes an integral sustainable coastal zone management plan to 

achieve the coastal sustainability. Thus, the Maharashtra Vison 2030 put forth India’s Blue 

Economy Strategies in each pillars of the Vision 2030 development. So, the Vison 2030 

document is well interconnected with the Centrally Sponsored Development schemes such as 

Neel Kranti, Sagarmala and Swadesh Darshan.  

 

Sagramala Port Led Prosperityx- Maharashtra  
Under Sagarmala, two Coastal Economic Zones (CEZs) are planned in Maharashtra 

such that North Konkan (Nashik, Thane, Mumbai, Pune, Raigarh coastal districts) linked with 

JNPT as linkage port and South Konkan (Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg coastal districts) linked with 

Dighi and Jaigad port. Apart from the linkage ports, recently Vadhvan Port, Palghar District is 

proposed as Greenfield Ports. These CEZs are supported and linked with State promoted 

coastal Industrial Parks, SEZs and Logistics Park. DIMC and DFC play a significant 

connectivity role in promotion of CEZs. Nearly, 100 Sagarmala component activities were 

executed with a total estimate of Rs.1,12,519 crores for the development of Konkan region, 

Maharashtra. This makes Maharashtra the largest recipient of investments envisaged under 

Sagarmala. Both the Industrial Policy, 2019 and Maritime Development Policy 2016 

mainstreamed the Sagarmala’s CEZs into their policy development strategies.  

 



VADHAVAN PORT (GREENFIELD PORT) 

Vadhavan Port, a Greenfield Portxi 

was proposed in Vadhavan , located 

in Dahanu taluka of Palgarh district, 

Maharashtra. This region has a well-

established natural mangrove 

ecosystem of more than 5000 

hectares and also coastal land is 

enriched for various agriculture 

cultivation such as Rice, Moong Dal, 

Fruits, Chilies and other Spices 

which are being exported to other neighboring countries. So, the Government of India had 

declared this region as an ecologically fragile area and the concerned environmental norms 

were imposed for setting up polluting industries. This ecosystem’s natural resources have been 

governed and managed by farmers, fishers and other allied communities for more than 

hundreds of years (6 generations). The port is established right on the large Green Shield 

mangrove ecosystem, without considering environmental considerations. However, GoI claims 

Vadhvan Greenfield Port is to be built by reclaiming the inhabited mangroves (quoted in the 

GoI feasible report).  

 

 

In addition to Sagarmala Ports, Nandgaon All-weather multi-cargo Captive eco-

friendly greenfield Jetty located in Nandgaon Village of Thane district proposed by JSW 

Source: Techno-Economic Feasibility Report, AECOM India Private Limited 



(Jindal) Infrastructure Limited, Mumbai. This greenfield jetty is located just 22kms away from 

Vadhavan Greenfield Port and 7kms away from the Tarapur Atomic Power station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swadesh Darshan: Sindhudurg Coastal Circuit 
 

The Sindhudurg district of Konkan region is well-known for its coastal tourism. The 

Coastal tourism has been considered as an additional economic potential source for the fishers 

and other allied sectors in the district. Under Swadesh Darshan Coastal Circuit scheme, the 

Beach Stay Tourism and other beach front activities facilitating tourism are expanding in 

Vijaydurg Beach, Vijaydurg Creek, Devgadh Fort, Devgadh Beach, Mithbav Beach, Tarkarli, 

Tondavli, Nivati Fort, Shiroda, Sagareshwar, Mochemadin with the implementation sanction 

cost of Rs.82 crores. The coastal circuit development destinations are marine and coastal 

ecologically significant locations of Sindhudurg. 

In addition, the Bhogave Beach in Sindhudurg was recently identified as ‘Blue Flag’ 

Certified beach. Globally, the ‘Blue Flag’ beach is an Eco-tourism model endeavoring to 

provide to the tourists/beach goers clean and hygienic bathing water, facilities/amenities, safe 

and healthy environment and sustainable development of the area. In reality, the Bhogave 

Beach is a well-established beach-based fish landing site and seasonally Beach seine (Rampani 

nets) are carried out. Fishers’ livelihoods are primarily depending on the Bhogave traditional 

fish landing site. 

Vadhavan Greenfield Port 

Within 22kms landward 

Ucheli Creek 

PC: EIA Study for the Development of All-Weather Multi Cargo Captive Jetty in a Greenfield Site at Village Nandgaon, 
Maharashtra, prepared By WAPCOS India Limited. Image Interpretation BE Research Team 



 

To sum up above review, it is evident that the Konkan coastline both on sea and 

landward side were packed with number of ports and port led industrial zones regions. The 

Research Team observed the port led industrial growth in Palghar and tourism growth in 

Malvan of Konkan coast. Further, the research team explored the implications of Blue 

Economy Growth Model in line with the existing developments on Konkan coast with lens of 

traditional fishers and their lives on the coast of Palghar and Malvan.  

FIELD OBSERVATIONS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the above review on the secondary sources and observations, the research team conducted 

focus group discussions with fisher and coast communities in the Palghar and Bhogave, 

Malvan. 

CHAPTER III 



Focus Group Discussions (FGD) with Palghar Fishers  
 

In Palghar district, Vadhavan is a coastal 

village with 296 households and surrouded by  

several fishing villages. These traditional 

fishing villages were located within 10kms of 

the proposed Vadhavan Greenfield Port site. 

The Port is developed on a mangrove 

ecosystem where fishing is completely 

depended on the shore-based mangroves 

resources. More than hundreds of families in this region are primarily depended on this 

vegetation for fishing and also other fishing communities of entire Maharashtra and some 

Gujarat fishers’ fish near to the vegetation surrounding for livelihood, hence fishers call this 

fishing ground as a Golden Ground for fishing. The fishers locally practice religious traditional 

customs in mangrove vegetation, known as Kasi. The fishing communities are majorly Kolis, 

Mitnas and Mangelas.  

 

 

Source: Techno-Economic Feasibility Report, AECOM India Private Limited 



The Team visited Satipati fishing Village 

which is located close to this project. This 

fishing village is the most populous 

among the fishing villages in this region. 

Both mechanized fishing Gillnetters and 

Ring-seiners, traditional motorised fishing 

and other small traditional fishing 

activities in the mangroves were practiced. 

The team interacted with the mechanized 

unions and other fisher support groups and leaders. They 

shared their resistance towards these projects and their 

current status of the project. The team also interacted 

with Women Fishers who expressed their struggles and 

resistance towards existing port and industrial in the 

projects of the region. Fishers and other communities of 

this region were resisting the Vandhavan port in order to 

protect the fragile mangrove ecosystems since the proposal of the project. 

 

Focus Group Discussions (FGD) with Thane Fishers 
Nandgaon Village of Thane district was the site of the Nandgaon all-weather multi-cargo 

Captive eco-friendly greenfield Jetty1, proposed by JSW (Jindal) Infrastructure Limited, 

Mumbai. This greenfield jetty is located just 22 kms away from Vadhavan Greenfield Port and 

7 kms away from the Tarapur Atomic Power 

station. While travelling from Vadhavan Port to 

Nandgaon Jetty, the team observed and witnessed 

a large industrial area developed along coastal land 

ward side by the Maharashtra Industrial 

Development Corporation (MIDC). This proposed 

site is eco-sensitive saltmarsh low-tidal region 

near to the creek. However, the extent of marine pollution was evident, which is due to 

hazardous wastage disposal of MIDC industries. This jetty was also proposed to facilitate the 

 
1 Environmental Impact Assessment Study for the Development of All-Weather Multi Cargo Captive Jetty in a 

Greenfield Site at Village Nandgaon, Maharashtra, prepared By WAPCOS India Limited (A Govt. of India 

undertaking) for JSW (Jindal) Infrastructure Limited, Mumbai 



MIDC industries. The Villagers comprising of fishers, farmers and other communities were 

legally fighting against this JSW infrastructure project. Currently, project was halted due the 

legal and local protests.  The project site maps provided in the EIA reports clearly shows that 

it is an eco-sensitive area. 

 

Focus Group Discussion with Bhogave Fishers  
The Bhogave traditional fishers proudly expressed that their beach was selected as a 

candidate for the globally certification as Blue Flag beach. A total stretch of 5 kms was 

demarcated for the Blue Flag beach project 

adjoining Bhogave and Devbag villages, and an 

additional leasing out of coastal land.  However, 

during the interaction, they are shocked to know 

that their beach was leased out for tourism 

development activities to private players through 

online tenders. They shared that Maharashtra 

Maritime Board performed recce studies as part 

of the Nirmal Sagarthat Abhiyan (Clean Coast Campaign) for their beach in 2016 and several 

ground surveys were done including soil, water and air testing by various departments, 

including Society for Integrated Coastal Management (SICOM). They said that they were 

totally unaware about leasing of the beaches and no consultations had happened for processing 

the tender or public hearing. The team observed and 

shared that their shoresiene fishing activities will be 

completely denied access if the Bhogave Blue flag 

certification is implemented. The team observed 

that tourism activities were already very prominent 

with several resorts and water sports activities 

actively running in other beaches along the Malvan 

PC: BE Research Team – Actual Greenfield Jetty site Location 



coast. Vast amounts of land had already been diverted to other tourism related projects such as 

Airstrip (mini airport), as well as a proposed mega Water Sports and Amusement Theme Park 

along the coasts of this region, which is being opposed by the fishers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To conclude, the BE components development and expansion activities in konkan region were 

not consulted or implemented in the participatory manner of the fishers of Konkan coast.  

 

 

FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 
With the above all field observations and secondary data analysis, the BE Research 

team documented the Socio Economic, Ecological and Political implications of Blue 

Economy in the coast of Konkan coast, Maharashtra.  

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 

Exclusion of fishers 
The mega coastal-led industrial projects, ports, SEZ and logistics hub had resulted 

denial of access and degradation of fishing grounds, legal dispossession of coastal and marine 

spaces, which leads to loss of livelihood and displacement of fishers from their habitats as the 

coastal habits are declared as Coastal Economic Zones which shows the apathy of the States 

towards the resource dependent marginalised communities. When the due process of regulatory 

mechanisms like    CRZ Clearances, EIA Clearance are existing as central norms, all the coastal 

projects of the konkan region are declared as CEZs to avoid compliance and legitimise the 

violations of the investors, not only the ecosystem but the primary stakeholders of the coast.    

CHAPTER IV 



Economic Stability 
The construction of 48 ports, each one at every 15kms with private investments as captive ports 

with allotments of lands by Maritime Board and infrastructure amenities by the state and central 

government on BOOST basis have raised serious concerns on the economic viability of these 

ports in the fragile ecosystems especially mangroves and estuarine ecosystems. The funding 

support by the nationalised banks with tax holidays and deregulation of labour laws will ensure 

the economic prosperity of the investors at the cost of displacement and livelihood loss of the 

traditional communities. There is a strong critique against the recent write-offs of the credit 

support for investment capital as the investors either declares loss due to the decline in share 

market (speculative capital) will result in regression and nation’s prosperity will be at stake. 

 

ECOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS 

Destruction of Ecologically Sensitive Areas 
The coastal infrastructure projects and ports were established in the marine and coastal 

areas such as salt marshes, mangroves, creeks, bays and coastal reef beds which are fragile nad 

ecologically sensitive areas.  The Malvan region is declared as a Marine Protected Area 

considering the ecological importance. However, mushrooming of mega tourism activities 

were degrading the region in a massive way in the name of ecotourism. These clearly illustrate 

that gross violations on the environmental and coastal regulatory norms. However, the State as 

a promotor of these activities remain mute to these developments. On the other hand, this 

environmental degradation has resulted in decline of fish stock and diminishing the variety of 

species in the onshore and inland ecosystems resulting in livelihood loss for the fisher who 

solely depend on the ecosystems  

Shifting and Disappearing Sea Shores  
The reclamation and landscaping on the coastline of the Konkan coast of Maharashtra 

by the construction of ports, industrial parks, tourism industries has pushed this coast as a 

hotspot of sea erosion. The mangrove region, creeks and estuarine have been cleared  for the 

industrial and infrastructure projects have altered the littoral drift and leading to severe erosion 

on the northern side in addition to change in the water currents and tidal influences leading to 

destabilisation of the coast as the intertidal zones and beach areas keep changing based on the 

impact of erosion  and make it difficult for beach landing. 

POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS  
The CRZ 2011 notifications have allowed the coastal communities to develop their own 

village development plans to safeguard their dwelling space, occupational space for landing, 



net mending, processing and drying fish , space for expansion of households according to the 

size of emerging population, religious space and cultural space in addition to social 

infrastructure  amenities’ such as drinking water, ground water resources such as tube wells, 

ponds, disaster shelters, evacuation points and commuting linking roads to main roads . 

But the BE Growth and the earlier liberalisation initiatives have promoted the 

corporates and the private investors to acquire lands through maritime boards and other 

parastatal bodies on a lease basis. Needless to say, vast tracts of coastal commons and coastal 

spaces which were enjoyed as customary rights by the traditional communities for generations 

together have been handed over   to the corporates. It is ironical to note that the port projects 

were given enormous space including coastal commons in the name of future expansion and 

leaving the communities to face the rattles of the so-called coastal development by the 

victimisation and become expendable commodities.  

CONCLUSION  
The coast led development projects which includes Tourism, Maritime Security and 

Port-led growth reveal that Blue Economy growth model is nothing but an extension and 

expansion of the neoliberal policies over the coastal and marine commons. The empirical 

evidences reveal that BE projects led to huge ecological externalities, as well as gradual 

exclusion of fishing communities, and that all the investments along the coast and marine 

spaces are indeed secured by increasing militarisation and maritime surveillance. This resource 

grab is enabled by international financial agencies and corporations for the further capital 

accumulation of national global corporates. The Ecological Externalities such as loss of 

biodiversity as an inevitable consequence of exploitation of coastal and marine resources. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
➔ It is hight time to setup a committee under the guidance of the supreme court with 

participation of the affected communities to take stock of the allocation of lands to the 

port companies and reclaim the lands not under usage and which belong to the 

communities as commons and distribute the same back to the communities.  

➔ Cumulative Impact Assessment must be carried out and the carrying capacity of the 

industrial hubs along the coast must be carried out.   

➔ Moratorium on the new ports and related developments must be ensured.  

➔ Moratorium on the Ports like Vandhvan Port which have been allowed in the 

mangrove ecosystems must be declared immediately.  
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